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commanders have assured me that they are
taking every possible precaution to ensure
your welfare as you carry out your mission.

You’re the finest fighting force in the
world, the best trained, the best equipped,
the best prepared. I share the pride of every
American in your efforts on behalf of peace
and democracy. You’re performing a difficult
mission with extraordinary skill. You have our
thanks, our praise, our admiration, and our
prayers.

On behalf of the American people, I wish
each and every one of you Godspeed in the
service of our Nation.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:43 p.m. in
the Roosevelt Room at the White House on Sep-
tember 30 for broadcast on October 1. In his re-
marks, the President referred to Lt. Gen. Henry
H. Shelton, commander, U.S. forces in Haiti.

Remarks Welcoming Crown Prince
Hassan of Jordan and Foreign
Minister Shimon Peres of Israel
October 3, 1994

Good morning. I’m happy to welcome
back to the White House both Crown Prince
Hassan and Foreign Minister Peres. We’ve
had a productive session today. Jordan and
Israel have taken further and very specific
steps on the road to building a warm peace
between their two nations.

Almost exactly a year ago, Crown Prince
Hassan and Foreign Minister Peres and I
met to launch this trilateral process. What
a difference a year makes. Since then, inten-
sive bilateral and trilateral negotiations cul-
minated just 2 months ago in the historic
meeting I hosted here between King Hussein
and Prime Minister Rabin when they signed
the Washington Declaration and put an end
to war between their two nations.

Since then, peace treaty negotiations have
made considerable progress, and steps to im-
plement the warm peace all three of our na-
tions want have already been taken. Jordan
and Israel have already opened a border
crossing for citizens of other nations at Aqaba
and Eilat. And trilateral discussions on tour-
ism, communications, and economic devel-
opment are proceeding.

These discussions take place at a time
when the economic and trade barriers of the
past are dissolving before our eyes. It’s heart-
ening that the Gulf Cooperation Council
states, led by Saudi Arabia, have now de-
clared that they will no longer enforce the
secondary and tertiary aspects of the eco-
nomic boycott and will support a move in
the Arab League to end the primary boycott
of Israel. Promoting trade, development, and
cooperation, rather than restraining and hin-
dering normal economic relations, should be
the hallmark of the new Middle East, and
Jordan and Israel are leading the way.

Today the Crown Prince and the Foreign
Minister have reached agreement on a vari-
ety of issues that will help develop the Jordan
Rift Valley, increase tourism, and assure fu-
ture economic and social progress in the re-
gion. They have agreed to adopt basic prin-
ciples to guide the future development of the
Jordan Rift Valley, including projects dealing
with the environment, water, energy, and
tourism; to open a new northern border
crossing for third-country nationals by Octo-
ber 15th; to establish a Red Sea marine peace
park with assistance from the United States
Government; to convene a conference on ex-
ploring constructing a canal between the Red
Sea and the Dead Sea; to explore the estab-
lishment of a free trade zone in the Aqaba-
Eilat area with a view to making it an eco-
nomic hub for the northern peninsula of the
Red Sea; to conduct, together with the
United States, feasibility studies to expand
the availability of water and to undertake
joint financings of dams on the Yarmuk and
Jordan Rivers to alleviate water shortages.

That’s quite a lot of work for them in this
session. They are solid evidence that Jordan
and Israel have not only ended their state
of war but are following through on their
commitment to cooperate with each other
and negotiate as rapidly as possible a final
peace treaty. Our goal remains a comprehen-
sive peace between Israel and all its Arab
neighbors. We’re hopeful that a break-
through can be achieved in the negotiations
underway between Israel and Syria and Israel
and Lebanon.

In their ongoing talks, Israel and Jordan
have looked to the trilateral discussions to
help establish a comprehensive, lasting, and
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warm peace. The steps we announce today
are the building blocks of a modern peace
between these ancient lands. The United
States is proud to be a partner and facilitator
in this extraordinary endeavor.

Crown Prince Hassan and Foreign Min-
ister Peres, on behalf of the American people
and personally, let me say that I salute your
vision, your courage, and your persistence.
This has been a relationship that has meant
a great deal not only to me but to all of us
in this country because of the incredible
openness that you have displayed and the
creativity you have brought to these negotia-
tions. I am grateful that the United States
has been able to play a role in this process,
grateful for the opportunity that we have had
to try to facilitate an extraordinary coming
together between two extraordinary nations
and very extraordinary leaders.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. in the
West Lobby at the White House.

Remarks to Business Leaders on the
General Agreement on Tariffs and
Trade
October 3, 1994

Thank you very much. Senator Mitchell,
I was thinking even before you spoke how
much I would miss you. Now, after that in-
troduction, I feel it even more keenly. Am-
bassador Hills, thank you for your steadfast
support and your leadership on GATT. Am-
bassador Kantor, thank you for what you have
done on this, and congratulations on the
agreement with Japan, too, by the way. You
did a fine job, and we’re proud of you. To
all the distinguished Members of Congress
who are here and those who would like to
be here who cannot be, and all the members
of the business community and others sup-
porting the GATT today, I thank you for
coming here. To the distinguished leaders of
previous administrations who are here, in-
cluding Larry Eagleburger, Brent Scowcroft,
Herb Stein, and others, I thank you for being
here.

Much that needs to be said about the
GATT has already been said. Mickey Kantor
reminded me this morning of something I
confess I had not thought of on this day. It

was 3 years ago today that I announced my
candidacy for this job. And he did it because
there is a line here on the first page of the
talk which said, ‘‘I refuse to be part of a gen-
eration that fails to compete in the global
economy and so condemns hard-working
Americans to a life of struggle without re-
ward or security.’’

The great challenge of our age economi-
cally is to figure out how we can create jobs
and increase incomes for people who work
hard, without having too much inflation. It
is obvious to me that in order to do that we
have to do three things: We have to bring
the deficit down; at the same time, increase
investment in education, training, and tech-
nology; and expand trade and investment. If
we can do those things and if our neighbors
do those things—in short, if we do them to-
gether, then we will be able to create more
jobs and find productive lives for our people
without unacceptable inflation. We will also
be able to end what is now nearly two dec-
ades of people working harder and longer
without ever getting much of a pay raise.

I’m encouraged that in just this year we
see incomes rising at about 6 percent in the
United States with nowhere near that sort
of inflation. Why? Because of productivity,
investment, and trade. That is what we have
to do. In the end, that needs to be our bipar-
tisan commitment to our children and to our
grandchildren and to our future. Our com-
mitment to make America great in the 21st
century involves a commitment to make
America a good leader but a good partner
as well.

We have cut the deficit with $255 billion
in spending cuts and revenue increases, and
3 years now in a row the deficit will go down
for the first time since Mr. Truman was here.

We have shrunk the Federal bureaucracy.
It’s already more than 70,000 people smaller
than it was when I came. But the Congress
has adopted a bill to reduce it by 270,000
over 6 years. That will make the Federal
Government the smallest it was since Presi-
dent Kennedy served here.

We have increased our investment in edu-
cation and training, and we are opening the
doors of trade, removing barriers to the sales
of $35 billion in high-tech export items and
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